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Minister praises Sahyadri’s
‘Calling bell’ Swachchatha |n|t|at|ve

MANGALURU: Union Minister
of State for Drinking Water
and Sammtlon Ramesh Chan-
Jigajinagi visited Sahy- |

adn Col ege of Engineering

and Management recently.
During his visit to Sahyadri,
he viewed the ‘Calling Bell’
with Swachchatha tone in the
presence of Chairman Man-

junath Bhandary and Raghav

[4

Shetty, CEO, RDL Technolo- |
g:esandappreaatgddmnfor ,
‘ﬂleirlnﬁerestqhownhlthepro- ) A 4

| Union Minister of State for Drinking Water and Sanitation

Ramesh Chandappa Jigajinagi takes a look at the model on
calling bell initiative on cleanliness, at Sahyadri College of
Engineering and Management.

 unique concept was
ted by Dr M R Ravito bydesigninga calling bell with will:lnfncss to partially spon-
cost of manufacture of

Sahyadri Management,in  Swachchatha tonebuiltintoit.
- These cnlllns bells have  such calling bells. The Minister

Jv d on llege’s efforts to
Rl SBRIO ey doveion

“Asa rs'p'oé to He con- Panchayat As a part of the their talents, their innovative
cept, a team of expem from pilot programme, Sahyadri ideasand the progressinajust
the institute conv the College of Engineering and adecade.

mm% product Managementhasexpressedits DHNews Service
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RESPIRATORY ISSUES SPIKE
AS DELHI AIR ‘UNBEARABLE’

Delhi govt that all schools In
capital would remain closed till Sunday In view of the
‘unbearable” pallution. *Can't compromise with the health

levels in Delhl, city

't c
ov hllsrev\ <8id Manish Stsodia, DeULy CM. . Some school

ALL DELHI SCHOOLS SHUT TILL SUNDAY

*DON’T SMOKE, USE PUBLIC TRANSPORT"
® The Delhi govt issued a health auvl:ory urging residents to use

carpooling & public transport, stay indoors, and not to smoke
-t llso um:':' ;'a‘-opln 1o avoid lnm. for walks early in the

-The n»sy Yamuna Expmsswly saw multiple plle-ups (in pic)
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FEW TAKERS

50% seats vacant, VTU mulls
scrapping MCA course

RASHMI BELUR @ Bengaluru

ONCE, one of the most sought
after courses — Masters in
Computer Applications (MCA),
is now facing a threat of closure
in the state.

As per the information re-
ceived from the Visvesvaraya
Technological University
(VTU), at least 10 affiliated col-
leges have requested for with-
drawal of the course in the last
three years due to less
demand.

Even the admission data for
the last three years shows how
low the demand for the course
has reduced.

According to the statistics
from VTU, at least 50% of the
seats were left vacant in the last
three years for MCA, both at
VTU post graduate centres and
affiliated colleges.

Considering the decline in
admissions, the authorities of
VTU have decided to write to
All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to reduce
the course duration to two
years instead of three. “All oth-
er Masters courses are for two
years but only MCA is for three
years. This is also one of the
disadvantages as students opt
for a similar course which can
be completed in a shorter dura-
tion,” explained an official
from VTU academic section.

Speaking about it, Prof Ka-
risiddappa, Vice Chancellor of
VTU said, “The admission and
unfilled seat status is being sent
to AICTE every year. This time,
we will also write about bring-
ing down the course duration
from three years to two.”

According to Karisiddappa,
AICTE allows admissions to
MCA even under lateral entry
scheme where one can directly
get admission into the second
year and get their MCA certifi-
cate imr just two years. “This is
also one of the issues that needs

tobeaddressed. If ms]ateral

>\‘usho be-o

All other Masters courses are for two years but only MCA
Is for three years. This is also one of the disadvantages as
students opt for a similar course which can be completed

in a shorter duration
A VTU official
Year Colleges Available | Filledseats |
offering course ~ seats 1
2014-15 [ e 4,825 2913 |
201516 45 4450 2850 |
2016-17 43 4135 | 2655

tion,” mentioned Karisiddappa.

However, experts say MCA
was a stop-gap arrangement
made in the country when IT
industry was booming.

“There was a time when de-
mand was more than the supply.
The engineering graduates in
computer related courses were
less in the country, and that is
when MCA was launched. Any
graduate with science b:::
gmnnd will be elkilk to

nﬂl&l

ping the course is a remedy. If
affiliated colleges want to drop
the course, then we have to ac-
cept it. But, being a university
we need to run the course and
think about alternatives.”
Even the candidates who
have done MCA feel that they
are not treated at par with engi-




